The new school year has gotten off to a great start, and the staff and I are very grateful for your support in helping us serve our students efficiently and effectively. I want to take a moment to provide you with an update on the success of our new lunchroom procedures. The revised menus have been popular with our students, and with everyone’s patience and support, we hope to resolve the problems that always arise with change. We are examining methods to expedite the lunch process and hope to have a viable solution very soon. One concern we do have is the sale of snacks at break and lunch. Some of you have been taken aback by how quickly student lunch accounts are depleted. The lunchroom staff and I believe that the purchase of excessive snacks is to blame. Should you have any questions about your child’s account, please do not hesitate to email our lunchroom coordinator, Mrs. Julie Spates.

We also ask that you return the forms that were included in your open house packets. The information form, field trip permission form and corporal discipline form must be returned by Friday, September 7. Students who fail to comply with this request will have to miss break until the forms are returned. Some of you have expressed concern about the form regarding corporal punishment. This form insures that the administration adheres to your wishes regarding discipline, and it protects our administrators from liability. Please be aware that corporal punishment is always a last resort which is used only when alternative methods have failed. If you desire to be contacted before we administer corporal punishment to your child, please note this on the permission form or send a note to the office to apprise us of your wishes. We will make every effort to contact you and will suspend your child should we fail to reach you.
Please visit our website, www.gopca.org, on a daily basis in order to remain abreast of your child’s progress and assignments as posted on InfoDirect. We constantly update information including game cancellations, changes in venue, and due dates. This is the easiest and quickest way for us to communicate with Pinewood parents and supporters.

In closing, I would like to address one final issue. A rumor regarding a major tuition increase in the coming years is absolutely untrue. The academy’s founders established Pinewood in order to provide this area with a superior educational institution at which Christian beliefs and high moral standards are paramount. Our Board of Governors is dedicated to maintaining the mission of the school while making this environment accessible to as many children as possible by keeping tuition affordable for most families. The board has initiated a capital gains drive to facilitate the needs that have arisen with our overwhelming growth, but you can be assured that no significant tuition increase is planned. If you have further questions regarding this matter, you may contact me for information.
